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A Word from the Pastor 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
March 2, 2014 

 
hen a congregation celebrates so important an anniversary as 
the one we celebrate today, it is absolutely essential that we 
rejoice not in what is subject to change, but rather in what 

does not change. We rejoice in God who is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. We rejoice in His immutable grace and mercy and 
glory that bless our days. Because of God’s changelessness it is a 
special blessing that we are beginning the anniversary festivities on 
the Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord. You see, the 
transfiguration that took place on the holy mountain is far more than 
a onetime historic event. It is that, but for us it is far more. Immanuel 
Church is a house of transfiguration. It is a holy place in which God 
who is with us is at work transforming and transfiguring the 
members of the congregation who gather here on each Lord’s Day 
and Holy Day. 
 

From Rev. Dr. Thomas Nelson Green’s 150th anniversary sermon, 
last Transfiguration Sunday, February 10, 2013 

 
 Here at Immanuel, we tend to have a soft spot in our heart for Transfiguration 
Sunday. The beginning liturgy for our church took place back in Civil War days, 
on Transfiguration Sunday 1863. At 10 a.m. that day, a group of our Immanuel 
ancestors gathered for worship in the courthouse, led by The Rev. C. Julius Renz, 
and afterwards met and voted to establish our Lutheran congregation. Our 
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church’s Transfiguration painting, high above our rear altar, is a tribute to that 
founding liturgy. 
 This upcoming Transfiguration Sunday, then, marks the conclusion of our 
150th anniversary year.  
 We got off to a beautiful start to our anniversary year with Rev. Green’s 
sermon last Transfiguration Sunday. “Immanuel Church is a house of 
transfiguration.” Let us believe this wholeheartedly. This is why our congregation 
is a blessing for our families, for our neighbors, and for our city. If we be willing, 
our God will make something new of us and better, through his holy Word. 
 So, this upcoming Transfiguration we start our next 150 years! Let’s get off to 
a good start. Aim to attend then if you can. Indeed aim to join us in divine worship 
every worship service you can make. 
 

In Christ, 
 

 
 

Pastor Gregory P. Fryer 
 

 

Thank You to Our Anniversary Committee 
 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with 
our 150th anniversary year, including our 
Anniversary Committee: Barbara Edwards 
(Chair), Ellie Watrous, Ann Wilson, 

Richard Schreiber, and Chris Schulze. I 
think we had good liturgies, good guest 
preaching, and good banquets. 

Pastor Fryer 
 

Upcoming ARTEK Concert  
Thursday, February 20th, at 8 p.m. 

 All-Bach Chamber Music and Cantatas 
 

 Hold the date! Another wonderful 
concert is heading our way on Thursday, 
February 20th: Music of Bach - Concertos, 
and Cantatas, including the well-known 
Coffee Cantata, with soloists Cynthia 
Freivogel, violin; Laura Heimes, soprano; 
Peter Becker, bass-baritone; Philip 
Anderson, tenor; Immanuel Davis, flute; 

Dongsok Shin and Gwendolyn Toth, 
harpsichord. 
 ARTEK will set aside 100 free tickets 
for members of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church for this concert. They will be 
available from Parish Secretary Karen 
Rombey in the Immanuel Office (212) 
289-8128. This is a great opportunity to 
hear world-class music!
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“Second Sunday” Evening Worship 
Second Sundays and some Holy Days here at the church 

 
Lectio Divina, 4 p.m., Sunday, February 9th 

Followed by Vespers, 5 p.m. 
Led by Rev. Kelly-Ray Meritt 

 
 The late date of Easter (April 20th) and 
therefore of Ash Wednesday (March 5th) 
results in the second Sunday of February 
(the 9th) being completely outside any 
festival cycle. Evening Prayer (5:00 p.m.) 
will be a completely “normal” Lord’s Day 
Vespers, a pure response to God’s 
Eucharistic presence in the proclamation of 

the Gospel and the celebration of the 
Sacrament of the altar.  
 Lectio Divina (4:00 p.m.) participants 
continue in growing in the multi-focus, 
silence-enriched path of responding to 
sacred texts we have been exploring. 
 Please join us for either or both. 

  
The Roof Project — A Thing of Beauty 

A Note from Pastor Fryer 
 

 Recently we received a forty dollar 
contribution from a former member. He 
sent $40 last year and he sent $40 this year, 
and he asked for a letter of acknowledge-
ment for his tax purposes. I immediately 
sent the letter off, and while I was working 
on it, I pondered how blessed we are to 
have the support of people like him. We 
have members across the land — both 
current and former members — who are 
lending a hand to this project. “Many 
hands make light work” is true for this 
immense roof project: we need the help of 
everyone in sight! To see it happening is a 

thing of beauty for me. Our roof, when it is 
finished, will be beautiful. But the process 
of combining our strength to do this big 
project is also beautiful.  
 Our bid documents are in the hands of 
six recommended contractors. We await 
word from them on Valentine’s Day or 
shortly thereafter.  
 In my opinion, many people, both here 
in New York City and across the land, are 
going to have the right to smile with 
satisfaction at their part in preserving this 
historic church. 
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An Item from Our Immanuel Archives 
Remembering the 1939-40 New York World’s Fair 

 
[Note from Pastor Fryer: Part of the joy for me of our recent 150th anniversary year was 
studying our Immanuel archives. There we find mention of congregational events that 
were probably very exciting and uplifting. Here is one of them: the time our Immanuel 
Choir sang at the 1939-40 New York World’s Fair.] 
 
 Wikipedia gives this nice introduction in its article about the Fair: 
 

The 1939–40 New York World’s Fair, which covered the 1,216 
acres of Flushing Meadows-Corona Park (also the location of the 
1964–1965 New York World’s Fair), was the second largest 
American world’s fair of all time, exceeded only by St. Louis’s 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition of 1904. Many countries around the 
world participated in it, and over 44 million people attended its 
exhibits in two seasons. The NYWF of 1939–1940 was the first 
exposition to be based on the future, with an opening slogan of 
“Dawn of a New Day”, and it allowed all visitors to take a look at 
“the world of tomorrow”.1 

 
 It is fun to note that our congregation had a presence at this World’s Fair. The date 
was “Lutheran Day,” Saturday, August 3, 1940. At 3 p.m. that day, Immanuel 
Choirmaster, Rev. George Wehmeyer, directed the mass choir of the Walther League 
Choral Union. And Immanuel’s pastor back then, Rev. Arthur Kleps, spoke in the 
“Temple of Religion” at 6 p.m. for the Twilight Service.2 
 Later, Choirmaster Rev. George Wehmeyer became Immanuel’s sixth pastor. Pastor 
Wehmeyer served from 1949-1958. 
 Ann Siemer remembers these things well. 

 
  
 

                                            
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1939_New_York_World%27s_Fair 
2 New York Lutheran, Special Lutheran Day Edition, August 2, 1940. 


